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;o‘fgﬁéiva typa of German,. unruly end hard to get alo
=not . believe hat he’ wouldmg- 1

.:and this case 13 being referre

on occasions when he ‘had’ contact with the subjeotj”‘ e

vﬁ&dv&aad that he galned the impression that the sub 9¢' an

He 444

‘trust: Doc tor EREEN, . ng that *it the . .
A thought that subject would certalnly

ocgasion occurred,tﬁ
" befprogHitler, alt oo

tbat he_had any conneotion witb Hitler or Nazlsm.

¢ is‘é%ver in his speech or actlons. 1ndicatad
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T He did believe that Doctor ERBEN had returned to Germ&hy
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7 Datoy January 4, 1944

Teos EAC, San lVranoisoeo

Fromg do Rdgnw Xl@cmr'c Disrwotor, Podoral Bureau of Invostigatien

BubJeaty DR, HUBUEE FRELFRICR ERTTH wy
LEPICYAGE = @ (Een Tranoisco filo BE=31)

foforsnce 1o pado to the ebter fran the Sen Frangleco Fiold Division -
dated Woveaber 8, 1941, which placad this oase in o olosod platun for tho
reasson that Subjast was thought o be pormencnily ewey from the Thitod 8%aten
and living 4n Shanghal, China, L j ‘

The 0ffiso of Havol Iateldlifemes has Advisod el o eonfidentind
inforrant repatriatsd Se the United Biotel who wotumed te thin countsy €a
Loagaber 1, 1043, adeard the 6o 8o Oripohe 0lated that he o tmprissasd
08 the sams centor im Shanghel us Subject,.and that all ether AY230d priscuers

suspactod fubjosd of bolng o Jupaneso “plant®, 8ubjsct a lorodly agked tho
(orpant Lo rot in tough with (o Gl il G o @

MR 4 T R ANy - F RN SR AT e B e MR RS e <y
2 porsonal effegta of Bubjuetl, smeng vhich wore expentive csswras cud
£ilms, at thoe 8camem’s Unlon in Broeklym, The imfermant hao mot and doog aod .
axpogt to tako any actics en this roqueats L

, i i »

Por your informadion thers is ho ;Mdiostﬁ:‘cm that fudbjoet arrived inm

tho United states cn the £, 8, Oripsholm, Tho 8, 8, Gripshola arrived at .
Jarcay City, Rew Jorsey on December 1, 1943, \ : :

' In view of the allozetions made :{m the Sub
J " ] » L ®

botnc

¥ lavx § lo 15:%k alad supggeated that Bew York

dotermine, AL posnible, vhat 4o included 4n BudJest®l personal offeetn ag
Seawmon'a Unlon i Brooklyn. This matter Dhovld b0 glven Dxpeditious ntteatien
by the Bow York Field Division in order ¢hnd ¢he Bureau cnd e of fleo of origin
EAY tavisod of any cignifionnd rouldioe =

VRCTIONR $e01bi or this f1lo fnatcates that the New York Field Division'is in

— wqg%qjcq portinont information which has been fnocluded in repords _

i @%agdzv@ g@M aotivities of fubjest vhen ho wo previously investizated. L
?5:“__ Tho Can Frianolsoo FPield Uivioion 48 requested to reopen this caze, re=~
o runewd owntihid e gal thoroughly, and furnish the New York Pield Division with

tarp —=-3. oraparkinetodntdmation relative o LubJeat which 4s not already 4n tho 43
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indicated, explain this deletion.

(] Deleted under exemptionts?

,...:.2_.:. Pagets) nithheld entirely ot his location in the file. One of more of the folloning slotements, é‘bcr& )

with o segregable

@otenal ovailoble for relcase o vou.

Mmummtfs! originoting with the folloning govemment agency (6q)

(3 Enfonnnlion perained onlyv 0o 0 third party with an reforence U vou o the subjoct of vour roqueot. |

o)

) Inaformotion pertained only 0 0 third party. Your name is fisted in the title ualy.

-

e Pagetat wefered for consullation o the folloning pavemment ogencvlieo?;

Be odvised of orarlability upon e of the malenal by the FRY.

— . Pogets) oithheld for the following reasaatsl:

—— .nas/uere forw arded to them for direct Rosponte Lo yos.

as the nfnrmation onponoted with then., You oill

0 Fo your informstion:
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wederal Burvan of Investigation -
United States Departiment of Justice

San Francisco, California
Jenuary 22, 1944

Re: IR, HERMANV FREDERICK ERBEN,
with aliases
ESPIONAGE ~ O

Deay Sixs

Roferonce is made to Bureau lotter dated Januaxy 4, 1944,
Bursau file 65-682, In this letter the San Francisco Field Division was
roquested to reopsn tho instant case, review the filo thoroughly, and furnish
the New York Field Division with any partinent information relative ¢o Dxo
ERBEN vhilch is not alrcady in the possession of that officee. ’

: A rovicw of the £41o has shown that elght of the first reports
Tere not d9sigrated Lox the Naw York City offico, and ons copy of cach of
thoso is boling sont to that orffies with ¢opy of thilg lotter, Two additiopal
reports are aleo ineluded. However, the reviow of the £ilo disclosen that
Tor tho past four years the New York City office has not only received all
reports, but also copies of all important letters., The following ig a 1ig%
of ghe reports being sont to the New York Ci¢y offices

Report R aaved 2/25/37 at Los Angeles;
Report of " e ated 2/23/37 at Washington, D.C.;
Report ‘ated 3/6/37 at Washington, D.Co.;
Report ated 3/18/37 at San Franocisco;
Report ated 3/19/37 at Los Angeles;
Report dated 4/7/37 at San Francisco; i
Report ated 5/27/37 at Los Angeles; EE _
, Report ated 6/16/37 at San Frencisco; 9.9
Report dated 9/25/40 at/Albany; ///2
Report 1 dated 4/25/41 at/Miami, '

In regard to RUDO A\ SHARS » 850 Park Avenue] New York City, mentioned
in tho reforenced lotter, a sedxch of the San Franoigco offico indices falled
. %o show any wocord under the pems as writton. Howeve
"to Dr. RUDO ,\scnm, 860 Park Avonuc, Columbia Uni

) g% 3 b, 0,

case entitlod |

&y

neisco, California. The reference, on page B,
SCHARF, with the address as noted directly abo

DRl

> s N / ’
sethe name of DR. RUDOLF
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Re: + HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, was
. Janudty 22, 1944, S

o o S e
et 8 noted that
, office of origir S5 ] case
< "‘_g;n'»«:.‘uﬁé* .

The other references to Dr. SCHARY sre all in the instant casg,
and are found as follocwss ’

The report of Special Agent dated March 18, 1940,
at New York City indicatos that ERBEN gave addrdss as care of Dr, RUDOLF
SCHARF, 850 Park Avenue, New York, at the tims he was intervicved by tho
American consul at Buenos Aires, Argentisa.

: Another soforence, contained in the report of Special Agentsiz o
CJiaisidated June 6, 1940, at Albany, New York, indicates that on Dr. EREEN'g
application for @ license in ¢he State of Now York he was recommended by Dxo
RUDOL? SCHARF as ¢6 charactor £1tnosg, '

U,

et Lo i

]

6 Co e

The above summarizes all information availablo im the San ¥rancigen
off£ico concerning Dr. SCHARY,. ’

’

N Very $xuly yours, o :'.
- N. ¥4 L. PIEPER i) w
, - SAC -

DCS/pkh
65-31

66 Neuw York (Enel)
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™ Hederal Burean of Tnuestivation:

i ":.4':;’
United States Departinent of Pustice
New York, New York
February 7, 1944 ‘ =

Director, FBI
Daar Sirs
o
RE: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, WAS
ESPIONAGE (G)
Reference is made %o Bureau letter dated Jenuary 4, 1944, to the
1Sen Francisco office concernin

g the above-named subject, in which it is ale

leged that the subject was thought to be a Japanese "plant® in an imprison=
P P

ment center in Shanghai,

The Bureau states that a conf

identiel informant of the Office of

e parsonal effects of subject, among
and film at the SEAMEN'S UNION in Brooklyn.

Wers 8Xpensive camerag

'In the same lstter, the Bureau asked the New York office to maks
i & preliminary check to determine the background, and if possible, the
- nationalistic tendencies of the above-mentioned RUDOLF SHARF, inasmuch as
the Bureau files contained no information relative to that individual, It
¥as also suggested that the New York office determine, if possible, what is
included in subject's personal effects at the Seamen's Union in Brooklyn., U

From a review of the New York file » 1t 1s apparent that the RUDOLF

SHARF, referred to in the Bureau letter, 15 identical with RUDOLPH SCHARF of
850 Park Avenue, New Yark, New York, concerning whom g Ipar:
tlon was conducted in some detail by Special Agent PR D of this
office, and a report dated February 15, 1940 at New Ydrk, New Yor! s entitled,
DR, HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, with @liasesy ESPIONAGE, AL . P A
pt . The New York telephone directories do not list a Seamen's Uniop in

COPY DESTROYEL SCORDE?
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: IR
| 65715 | | _ February 7, 1944 T s
Divgator RE:t DR. HERMANN FREDERICK RABEN

e

S 'I'ho Source of Information file for the Nsw York Field Dlvision con-
tains no liasting for a Seamen's Union in Brooklyn, u . .

A review of the New York file concerning the abovs-named subject
i{ndicates that during his stey in ths New York area; he resided at the Ssamen’s
House, YMCA, 550 West 20th Street, New York, and also at 507 ’%’sst Street, which

1

5 _ where the subject ie known to have stayed while in the New Tork area in 1940
] 48 at the Gerran Seamen®s Mlission, 64 Hudeson Streat, Hoboken; New Jersey, and

the Newark Field Division is being requestied to ascertaln vwrether the above=

nared subject .left any trunks, baga s OF cameras at %hat est&‘bus}mcnt prior

to his departure in 191,,001,{ L g . M
| | &y &

%} 46 the Seamen's House, annex. i

if Inquiry at 550 Wast 20th Street (& %

i revealed that the subject had left no trunks, bigs, ‘

b ‘ ‘rocm of the Seasmen's House, YMCA. At the Seamen s House, anncy #
} a. reviewed his records and informed the writer that the subject had not Ieft any
‘ bags, baggage, trunks, or cameras at that establishment, Ths only other place
%t

i are probably ihe same articies which were Inspected during the .‘
. tive investigation of this case by the Sin Francisco office with the asgist— ||
- ance of the Customs authorities; & ccmplete lis‘t, of which should be in the ke

) poss@ssion of the Burseau, o A L _~ Ty ¥
- T 'l'his case 13 being considered referred upon ccznpletion LQ mg ggﬁce
of origin. u .- oL -

|
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REr  DE, HTRUANL FREDFRICK FRBEMN, wlth ali -
ESOICRAGE - G SR D

Inspootar BRANTLZY, A reviuw of tihls filo reflects that the Mureasow
by letter of Novowbéy 1, 1941, scuggested o rcj"???f?tﬁﬁ?f
of this file and the ologing of 1% 1f all peoal s Y
inventigation had bion complatod, Earfal 129 i3 o fi?;_
0upy of your letter of %ovember 23, 1041, to the
Burvau stating that tho case is belng oconsideroed
olosed. llo copy of this lettor and no tolatypo was
sent to the New York Office to discontinue investigas
tion although they had a lead culstanding., The New
York Offies on July 10, 1943, sudaltted an RUC report
waloh Indicates that two days' work nag 8psnt covep= .
ing o lead in that area whan in faot said l@gg'g N

Ay,

WR0 not nocossary, et
SAD FITPER, . Coples of the lettar of Lovenlor 26, 1341 4o the

rarzen shiould hove Leen ceslenntod for Yew Yorl,
Core will Yo teken Lo eoold sich r{atalies in 4o
Ndure,
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:';FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

“g ""rv.'

.’ ‘TIM' ‘h' . n. e : ‘V., : "\'\‘ "\:"’ “‘h\'"“‘ -
SAN mmrsco CALIFQRNIA i rite

; DATE When mu',g& - PERIOD FOR "'"zcﬁ §>
AL PERY WHICH Macg

Cdeteds T 2/29;3/).8/44

. J

z‘:fngv Py T Lhsai
3 R " NEW mzsmv

; - Q A AR ~::~f i ki
i Investigation at Germn Seamn"s Mission, Hobokan,, New_m
I JOfseyD“faila to™ ‘disolose any ‘resord of RUDOLF’,‘*QIARF’S ;

ever residing at thig” plaoe,, &nd o, mil‘or .baggage over
-mc@ived for him, .. o' . * ey

G,

H e
I ‘ v ’.2%33‘
%-1,;7‘ Bureau File Noa 65-682° .
fs %

z

3

i

w.Jersay,. advised that hiag*
th&t any one.; ' '
LF SHARF 'aver x‘esidegl' M

- : yg«»ﬁ*x{“rom \.19391‘%0 dat@t,«.t,;,;

“‘hu

(tﬂ,.fdgfw,ﬂe‘alao advised that *he ‘had no reoord of; SHARF"S‘
_ S mail’ ‘thers, and’ that no"’ lu
c &, the Seamen'l Hission. PN

v ey

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED? S
DATEZ,

_":'. ik

ever reoeiving*
ggage had ever_ beon left for ‘him

LALL INFORMATION CONTAINED %
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'sac, a@wxork R |

:" B E‘rom J Edgar Hoover - Dlrector Federal Burea,u of Investlgatlon
l'.‘:‘ [ . R }’_“ - PP .
e Subject Dz;’o S nging FBPIO“{AGE Jo

Me. Tolson ___ . Rl "? - '
Mr. E. A. Tamm R@femnc@ 1o made %o R&ohmmﬂ 1@%%@? dated L&rch 300 194,(,,, Q @opy

My Clpg%tihiah il.o oneleacd, ,*.-' T , o

Mr, Coff I

w:." G? v?i Appmm%iy Dro Zrbin ia pm@@nﬁly dnternod 4dn Sho Poo "i‘\mg I‘ﬁ* @3*@1:9@“\‘7%

Mr. Ladi uQ”*%‘Smngm Chirn. ~ Howavor, 4n view @f %}hq malwibiliﬁv that, X‘jn POy _geok n
T ROTAER 10w, %8, 90 dns red that you dntervie: : ; TR

gtﬁ‘?})
L n o g.
Me.. RB«@- o T

Me. Ni-~-
Mr. Tracy .
' : — v TION
13@%%1%& o%’ £hd in%@mﬂw rahcm‘ld bo nade awil&ble @o 2ho B\we@u

L4

ALL INTOMAT!ON CONTAIN
 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation

United States Departinent of Justice : /g/‘ )
P. 0. Box 2218 ¥
Richmond 17, Virginia L(‘

March 30, 1944

L

A man known as Dr. IRBIN and who posed as a doctor of medicine,
appeared in Shanghai, China about the time of America's entry into the war or
shortly thereafter. He was believed to have been in possession of American
Seaman's papers and to have been with the crew of the SS President Harrison,
Before the internment of the President Harrison's crew Dr. IRBIN treated some

of the crew members and attempted, and may have succeeded, in getting remunera-
tion for same through the Swiss Consul,

significant tofs;

“at that time, whereas, usua

several people
were brought_in together. .

While in the internment camp IRBIN seemed to be
the Japanese. He attempted to stir up racial troudble
"where colored seamen fraa the 55 President Harrison we
the whites. It was observed that IEBIN associated onl

the camp and that he seemed to be listenin
betwee) ]

him,

a stool pigeon for
in the internment camp
re interned along with
¥y with the agitators in
g and prying into the conversations
gherican internees, although most of the Americans definitely shunned

sugremarked that any racial disturbances which IRBIN might have
in stirring up as an agent provocateur would have made excellent
propaganda for the Japanese. , co-

further advised that soon after TRSIN came into

< ; the camp
ocated cértain contraband articles,

including electric hot plates

. /
: S T
IRBIN attempted to be recognized as-@n Are “ican; although thk
Amsrican camp representative refused to recognize him

s
further reported that IRBIN had been deported from thgghni%

o At L AL INFORMATION oo NEp
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.
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March 30, 194"

-

. Ny /] B -
at about the same time that FRITZ(NEIDEMANN left in the summer of 1941, ,
DR 2 B R ' o . A
‘ 5*?¢“;gdz'llt was the general impression in the camp that IRBIN had been * ‘
~mixed’up in some sort of subversive activities, probably on the West Coast,

- The subject was described by &E: as followsi- .. = %ﬁ)i@@» ﬁi}

Name - - Dr. IRBIN - S T T

Age ' 50" ‘ S
Height -5 11" or 6 -

Weight . , A 220 lbs,

‘Build - : - Heavy frame, fat

Glasses Wears glasses

Eyes Beady, blue grey

_ - Hair i A Grey, high forehead
e Characteristics Very hairy bodied

S s

The above information is submitted with the idea that the Bureau
. may desire to get further information concerning this individual with a view
" to advising the Immigration and Naturalization Service in the event that IRBIN
may attempt to re-enter the United States at same future date, TR L

el

- N L PO : Very'truly yours, T o %
N “W. A. MURPHY f e
Cher . ° - 7 Special Agent-in Charge L

: i
" S . .
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Federal Bureau of Fnuestigation : N
United States Department of Bustice ' "““" l
Yew York, 7, New York |
May 4, 1944 '
RE: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, VAS .
ESPIONAGE-G . d
(Bureau File 65-682) : (1_///
& Dear 8ir: X
3 : N
N Reference 1s made to Bureau letter to the New York Field Division '
j{@  deted April 15, 1944, re DR.__ (VIRBIN, ESPIONACE-J, Bureau file 65-5345%4, |
y“? Reference letter enclosed a copy copy of F_letter 30 _th Bureau from th .
BN Field Divisicn which reflected that |- R
;.ﬁ : Thad furnfdHéd TRTSTHEtIon FeRaTALNE D, 3

at he was interned in the Poo Tung Internment Camp \y
in Shanghaio China, where he eppeared to be a 8too} pigeon~ for the Japanese A‘

Information obtained fromﬂ,m-‘fi%** 8 vill be cubsequently set out
in this letter definitely identifies Dr. IRBIN as being identical with
DR, HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, who is the subject of the above entitled case,
/. in which the San Francisco Field Division is office of origin (San Frencisco
" file 65-31).

/,g.__,_z, .Za?f

19 MAY B Ui




Yo the subjects

Dr. IRBIN's true name is HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN,

which was the name he was known by in the Far _Zast and accordingly the
spelling Dr. IRBIN as furnishad uy%;' yrust have been a

phonetic speliing. Dr. ERBEN first appearsd iR ohanghai several months

prior €0 Pearl Harbor. He associated himself in the practice of medicines with
one Dr JMIORINI, M.D. (mentioned in instant case file as Dr, MIRONINI) an
alleged Nasi agento : :

Shortly after Pearl Harbor the Japanese captured the crew of
the S.5. President Harrison which crew they regarded as a prize crew, Shortly
after this the Japaness threw this crew on the American Comnunity in
Shanghai to support. Dr., ERSEN immediately began to solicit medical business
from the crew membexs himself but actually turned them over to Dr. MIORINI
for treatmend . %?,ygnderstanda from information he acquired from various
members of the &% at Dr. ERBEN got a kickback from Dr. MIORINI for tha
business thus acquired, . ' S A L

K
S

The American Association in Shanghai had agreed to pay for the:
medical) care of crew members from the S.S. President Harrison. However,
WILLIAM M. GREY III, and HENRY KAY, of American President lines, who were
representing the American Association in the protection of American interests,
had selected the ship's doctor from the S.S. President Harrison as the doctor
who was to treat the crew members, Due to ERBEN's agitation amongst the
crew members which agitation took the form of pitting labor (the crew members)
against capital (the American Association) resulted in about 70% of the crouw
members going ¢o Dr. MIORINI for treatment. The American Association teok

- the position that they would refuse to pay the medical bills for crew members

ess thay went to the doctor or doctors sslected by the American Assotiation.
ijhe American Association regarded Dr. MIORINI as being a Nazi. When the : - .
%bove facts came to Dr. ERBEN's attention he stated that the American ‘- R
t\ssociation had no right to brand the doctor as a Nazi and threatened 4
cause trouble with the Japanese authorities if the Amsrican Association did




tg"‘%—:ms _ 4
%gtter to Director - - . May 4, 1944

v

rot refrain from interfering with the crew members!
Dr. ERBEN continually sided with the crew of the S,
a8 against the desires of the American Assoclation,

selection of doctorae, <
S. President Harrison

Information aleo reache%?i Z5155) attention to the effect that

G ey o B
sometime after Pearl Harbor Dr, ERBEN went to Tientsin, China on en Italian
boat, He came back to Shanghal sometlme later. B3 it stoted that 1t
doeg not appesr to him that Dr, ERBIN would have been permitted to make
this trip urless he was cooperating with the Japanese, | Jdoes no¢ know
the ‘purpose of this trip however, ‘

On January 31, 1943 the firss group of Americans gt

arted bYeing o
interned at the Poo Tung Internment Ceamp in Shanghai, On May 2, 1943 Dy,
ERBEN was brought into the internment cemp egeorted by four Ja
p o et = = o

N (e

him in about April, 19431. However, LRREN
was because of his labor union activities,
denaturalization was not legal dbecause of ¢
apparently being the fact that ERREN
in court at the time he vgs denaturalized,
time he was Qenaturalizsd there vas @ warran
that becauss of ¢his ERBEN decided %o leave the United States. According

t9 the"story FRBEN tells he contacted his good friend, ERROL;FLYNN, the aovie -
syar and FLYNN hid him on hisg yacht. : ._‘bg‘w%‘ V-,Mexico o

claimed that his denaturalization
ERBEN also claimed thet his
echnical grounds, these grounds
skipped the country and wae not pregent

7junderstands that at the
out for ERBEN'S arrest and

YR
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denaturalization was Tilegfi?ﬁ

Fee :2jhe had been bYorn in Austria and had served °
In the Austrian Med! orps during the first World War. According %o
ERBEN'S story he came to the United States seéveral years after the war

and was naturalized as a United States cltizen, After arriving in the
United States he started work as & seaman on American ships, eventually

AR

% sorving as the medical doctor on ships, of varlous American companieg
(o including the American President Lines. ERBEK'S story was that the American
§§§ President Lines discharged him because of the fact that he condemned food
pgE as belng unfit for the crew to eat, ERBEN toldf 2/he American

- 3Ly

President Line then dlack 1listed hinm, Followingw% g BRZEN went 0 sea as
an ordinary seaman, '

There was comsiderable rumor to the effect that the subject had
been mixed up in some kind of & narcotics racket. However, the subject
denled this in his conversations with@k . ZRBEN stated that once when he

.

returned to Austria after having beconmé ar American eitlzen he was arrested
for having some dope in his possession. However, ERBEN claimed that thig

dope was left over from his World War medical kit and that accordl ,
vas lef off with a smell fine. However in repeating this story tofa st s

; j ERBEN apparently forgot what he had originally told s
: he had been very thankful that he was an American citizen when
r68t6d in Auetria inasmuich ae it resulted in his being adle to gat a seven
& year penitentlary sentence suspended., ERBEN claimed that he had never dbeen
£ arrested at any other time. He admitted that many people accused him of .

handling narcotics but he deried that this was true. : v

In still later conversations ﬁ% « ERBEN toldafﬁi 7 he
had been arrested for labdor union activ 8 in"San Francisco, prior to the
denaturalization proceedings being instituted against him. ERBEN claimed to
have worked with the Communists on the continent of Burope and claimed to
be an expert in the field of sabotage, . When
endeavored to stir up trouble with the crew members of the S.5, Presldent
Harrison ERBEN claimed that ho wag only trying to protect the interests of
the crevw members imasmuch ao he alvays helped the underdog. ’

=

After béing admi tted to the Poo Tung Internment Camp ERBEN ¢old
the Following atorys : . -

He claimed he was first taken to the Lunghwa Internment Oanﬁ:out-
ide of Shanghal, where he was kept for one day. ERBEN claimed that he was
Fhen taken to the Bridge House vwhere he was kept for two weeks prior to being
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ouse ordinarily show definite
physical signs of thelr BufferingvlmﬁxRBEN looked to be perfectly healthy
and in good physical condition & does not believe that
ERBEN was ever in the Bridge Houge, ERUEN t61d now badly he had been
treated in the Bridge house but his appearance belied his story.

S

The crew of the S.S. President Harrison were also interned im the
Poo Tung Camp, They welcomed ERBEN with open arms upon his arrival ia the
camp, v

Many of the internees in the camp talked about the facgpjhzzwghey
believed ERBnN was probably a J DY 4

AR R e T ] erent occas ons the

subJject hs pr vate conferencea with the Japanese camp Commandant., Ee also
. knows that the ect had ore or two private conferences with the Japanesge
#gendarmes
inasmuch as

-;em-érs of the .S.5.President Harrison cleurlv reflected to
‘gubject's efforts to cause troudle among: the American intérnees ;
allegedly pit capital againat¢ labor and white againgt black. A

R N LI
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even told
does not

oY

for the Japanese,
“bqlieves

in the Poo Tung inte
nish further informa

< ’,

cetter to Director

R
iRy

S ssnedhe wanted to be re

Although he

definitely believas

rnment camp

regards the subject as a
he is_potentially dangerous.

recalled that after one of the subject!
seven elactric plates which American in
. successful 1n.hiding up to that time wers confiscated by th

ERBEN at all times claimed to be
stated that the social structure 4n

.

May 4, 1944

Approximately 50

5' 11"

230 1bs.: -
"Bushy white
Blue (?) .
Light

-, Fat and sloppy

3.

a good American, but he
America was all wrong.

patriated to America.

However,
ie was sincere in this,

‘Austrian accent coupled

8 hissing sound

ol

.

that the subject was a stool pigeo

"wind bag", ho

-

with -

8 talks with the
ternees had hddn

a Japanese_gugrda.

J» Who was also interned -
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gr 65-1715 |
Letter to Director ' ' May 4, 1944
S -~ . o3

Teeth Separation between front teeth
‘ on upper jaw ’
Characteristigs Is knock kneed, wears glasses, and
.. ¥as wearing a gray beard in the cemp.
Marital Stetus Belleved single
Relatives in U.S, None known.

It is noted that the subject's description, name, background,
alleged friendship with ERROL FLYNN ete. all identify him as being identical
with the subject of instant case, .

A copy of this letter 1s belng forwarded to the San Francispso-Field
Division inasnmuch as they are office of origin in this case. It 1s believed
they may desire to interview e 0T r™information,
It 18 also bYelleved they may desire %o place s ¢ op notice on the subject's
future entry into the United States in the event such has not already been
done. Inasmuch as there appears to be no further investigstion at this time
within the territory covered by the New York Field Divieion, this case 1s
being considered referred upon completion to the office of origin.

4
ce~5an Francisco

W
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'DETAILS:

de ”.“nw_ﬁxljhﬂvf

" APPROVED AND

AR o - Investigation conoerning R

o h with leading Gestapo agent
. T .refused repatriation to tho

" REFERENCE;

: 5“eoeened due to the receipt of a re
s A.;:*fi_’das described as a Ja

"Th

"HERMAN FREDERICK ERB N

, fuﬁ o S = C -
: o8

 Bureau File 35= 682°
" Letter from the Bureau a

Report of Special Agent

Lo e

.

» 1944 at Newar »

AT SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA

Referenced Bureau letter

; e letter from the Now. Yor
§>' Lnb .\)ddted February T, 1944, indiocated the’

6 ajabw ‘the New York office and set forth a lead for the N
: to check the German Seamen's Kission,
9" b Jersey, to.determine if Dr. ERBEN had
lbﬁ' belongings there prior to his departure’

gafn 4 - 4’4? 1940, ' Referenced reportjindigg
€gompleted at- Hoﬁzfyen5 New:Jey

Y B 4

requested that this case be

port that DT‘ HERMAN FFbDERICK ERBEN
plant" in Sha ;hal;' e 5

UDOLF SEARF negative,
described as clesaly cseooiated
1a Shanghat, M, IRKEN '
U’l*od States, WU

k office to the Bureau -
completion of inv

estigation! "
ewark office =
64 Hudson Street, Hoboken, ‘New ':4
left any of his personal i : i
e from the United States in”
tes that this investigation wae,(ﬂ«
¥s<with negative results, N

I

FORWARDED:

BPICIAL AGENT
.m‘gﬂ i CHARGT

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACTS
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Ce 4v/0A/y
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i ﬁ,;'_ 8 OH}. Ssn Franciseo .
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: $an Francisoo L
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T on April 17, 1944, Source of Inf
"Lollowing information to Special AgontfEEs
,)‘ '%\} - 4"‘:v‘ . 1' N N l\.‘...‘_,.-.. e - G B

s SR e
0 I fEahdvised that‘subjectxwas{fi}st:inteinédbat”theﬁfime-'””
¢f goneral intermment in Shanghai during February or March, 1943, in

v.  the Lung Hua Camp, - The Executive
x‘t; Oommittep of the Am

4

ccording to £
; ‘to.the Poon Tung Camp ang ,E&is
. w2 ‘according to his advice, was rapidly organizing a dope ring among
:.‘ :rth9jPRES{2EF? FﬁRRISON{crew_{oq‘gperation'after the war, | "4

A

. w0 gy . o o AT e \
R 2150 advised that Dr. ERBEN was ‘closely assosiated with™}
“ .- .Dr, ALBERTO MIORINI, who was generally believed to be the Number Ohe.

. or Number Two man in the Gestapo in Shanghai, W . o
gistered. as an American with the it
ion,. He said that ERBEN presented )

ate of Identification in registering . !
ral later ascertained that ERBEN was ‘..
] . tated that the Swiss Consul General -
" Wrote ERBEN a letter, ocopits of whioh were sent to the Japanese ¢
' Consulate and to the American Association,'pointing out that ERBEN g2
v knew he ‘was not an Amerioan when he registered. He said that inthis:
~ " letter he Swiss requested 'the Japanese to withdraw ERBEN's American ;-
 armband,” which request was refused. He said also that the Amerioan - '
., s Kssoodiation requested ERBEN to return the erican armband but he';’
: T.glso'nefused thems QA «0 " e o L s TR

A

TR igadvised that ERBEN was originally scheduled for re= -
...patriation™to the United States-on the first announced seiling date R %
" ¥ of ‘the GRIPSHOLX from Shanghai, on September 9, 1942, but that hig-true ™" -§
' ?V*oitizenship was asoortained in the meantime and he wgs denied this ™
: stated that in . ' P

» Bollywood, California." " *:"

. o

B N . g >

EERRY LAY C . ‘\1"' R NS s “"!\' .
’ d n.\ . .

*'The New York Field Division advised by’ letter dated’’-

' 1944 of 1nformatiog‘obtainedfthrough'So, rmats

poncerning “the. subjeot s Thi “1nrormationﬂ§s:aﬁgfqllowszﬁcgg“
DN LY “i‘- '(‘ﬂ',"a" - ..:. ol :’».‘}"‘-‘ , “.‘. o .&‘ :‘.l, e A

R R e 4~7,;\}3‘_3““_‘r' g L % ﬁv‘l:“.l'_#. C U
adviged tha® he knew a Dr. ] BEN (firstgname"unknownﬂa
sided- on Bubbling Well Road|jin Shan ai, and who wag’ "

IMURINNE J(MIRONINI). = =
concernine Dr.' ERBEN_was ;4%

A

+







T
4 s . ) ]
, N B,
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_ jcontinued that Dr. ERBEN is somewhat erratic, and is .
.. considered somewhat of a "nut" by some, but that on the other hand,
‘he is very smart W oo v _ { N ‘ : lf

et
- Dr., ERBEN gave several talks in Shanorai. He wanted tho
, Japaneso to insist thet payment s for medical sérvices be zivon
~opriority over other debts. Le was unsucecessful in this endeav,

Pre -
It was adtually a olique headed by Dr,. ISIORINI and Dr. ERBLN' -The
former was a lecturer who -showed fllms at various clubs and f CE
.organizations we S I o _f.” . )

3. . .
N B
N

with the ‘apanese on the’ pe 't of Dr, ERBEN . &Q,

? .
MIORINI had ziined a positlon of prcmxnenca in Shanghai *}
through his marriege to e well known Chinese girl. He charged ‘
~xorbitant fees for his op:rctions performed or. Chinese, Prior to
"Hu war, Dr, MIORINI ma, aumn.orous trips to, Burove, '.Ha is a veny._,
Lok man. y - TS ‘,3f:*?1,f=f C oL ‘

Both sources of information stated ‘thec Dr mRBEN made a'ﬂ

“racticeof sneaking dope into the crew members whllc ~hey were_“
: Jq urned % : ' '

Sy

Jgstated tha* tn his knowledée there was Lo collaboration ’%f
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reference to tne rebo
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